Coconut Grove Playhouse
Historic Report
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1947 Historical Map showing
the Coconut Grove Playhouse
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Grove Theater, 1927 - 1955
creen movie house

layhouse, 1955 - 1976
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KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27)
FIRST FLOOR DIAGRAMMATIC PLAN SCALE. 3/32" - 1'-0"




Interior view of the Coconut Grove Theater, 1927



Coconut Grove Chamber of Commerce Meetings
held at the Coconut Grove Theater (1946 Photo)



v
e

IHEII ' lu |r|un |u|m|uu.n|
N 8

—
LA ™A

Sy
LA

KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926 27) FIRST FLOOR PLAN SCALE: 3/32"=1'-0"

KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27) LONGITUDINAL SECTION SCALE 3/32"-1-0" |
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,,EADOLPHE MENOT

":R!CARDO CORTEZ CAROL DEMPSTER ... LYA 6ePUTTI

l (})ammount Q’u‘{um

The Jazz Singer, 1927




Coconut Grove Chamber of Commerce Meetings
held at the Coconut Grove Theater (1946 Photo)

Olympia Theater in Downtown Miami, Interior view




Coconut Grove Theater,1927
Front Elevation
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KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926 27) FIRST FLOOR PLAN SCALE: 3/32"=1'-0"

KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27) LONGITUDINAL SECTION SCALE 3/32"-1-0" |
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Left:

Mr. & Mrs. Engle entertaining
L guests in the Playhouse

Dining Room. Architect

Alfred Browning Parker is

seated at the far left.

Right:

George Engle (1955 Owner)

& Dorothy Engle at the
Playhouse Art Gallery f
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ALFRED BROWNING PARKER (1955-56) FIRST FLOOR PLAN _ SCALE: 3/32"=1'¢"

ALFRED BROWNING PARKER (1955-56) LONGITUDINAL SECTION SCALE: 3/32" = 10"
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Playhouse Entry Vestibule by Parker




Photo of lobby fountain and bench
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from back stage to Parker’s Auditorium 1955-1956







KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27)
LONGITUDINAL SECTION DIAGRAM SCALE.1/8" = 1'-0"




Solomonic Columns at the Concession Area that have been buried by
Alfred Browning Parkers change to the floor slope
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Section in Alfred Browning Parker’s Plans showing change in floor slope, 1955
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Alfred Browning Parker’s Plans showing the At
without the Mezzanine, 1955
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Coconut Grove Playhouse front elevation showing the closed
up store fronts (Photo 1971)
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FERGUSUMN GLASGLOW SCHUSTER, INC. (1982) FIRST FLOOUR PLAN SCALE: 3/32" =1'-0"

FERGUSON GLASGLOW SUHUS LER, INC, (1982) LONGITUDINAL SECIION SCALL: 3/32" = 1'-0"
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FERGUSON GLASGLOW SCHUSTER, INC. (1982)
FIRST FL.LOOR PLLAN DIAGRAM SCALE: 3/32" = 10"
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Carol Channing in Show Business

(lef?)

Tennessee Williams during the
run of A Streetcar Named Desire

(right)

Mickey Rooney in No Sex: Please
We’re British
(lef?)

Liza Minnelli in The Fantasticks
(right)




oconut Grove Theater, 1927 — 1955

) Mediterranean Revival Silent Screen movie house By Kiehnel and El
nposition organized about the corner of Charles Ave and Main Higk
ng three distinct parts
inary handling of the urban corner
early form of air conditioning
e theater, air force training location during
ith, closed at intermittent times
of Mediterranean Revival




oconut Grove Playhouse, 1955 - 1976

ificant reworking of nearly all Kiehnel and Elliott interiors by Alfred
ing Parker
to exterior that affect the Charles Ave and Main Highway fa
exterior that affected the roof lines of the corner
history of the site is associated with persons and ev

the American stage
iteria A & B

lons with persons




er reworking of interiors typified by expedient and non-distinguis
f lesser quality
changes to exterior
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“For some properties, comparison
with similar properties should be

considered during the evaluation of

integrity. Such comparison may be
important in deciding what physical
features are essential to properties of

th at typ e.” NATI(]);II\TJ%E]?TFI(;ISTER

How to Apply the National Register

-National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Culloela for Evalastion

Register Criteria for Evaluation, Section VIII: How to
Evaluate the Integrity of a Property, Comparing Similar
Properties




FIRST FLOOR

PARAMOUNT

T ARG LGOATRON 08 STRJGTURE
THEATER — SUNRISE AVENUE B M. COUNTY ROAD, PALM BEACH, FLORIDA




ramount Theater in Palm Beach




KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27)
FIRS | FLUWR IHAGHRAMMA |IL PLAN

e Paramount
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Aerial view of the Coconut Grove Playhouse



With regards to interiors:

“Some historic buildings are virtually defined by
their interiors ... the loss of an interior will
disqualify properties from listing in the
National Register - a historic concert hall noted
for the beauty of its auditorium and its fine
acoustic qualities would be the type of property
that if it were to lose its interior, it would lose its

N N
value as a historic resource. NATIONAL REGISTER

National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for
Evaluation, Section VIII - How to Evaluate the Integrity of a Property,
Interiors

How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation

“Some historic buildings are virtually defined by
their exteriors, and their contribution to the
built environment can be appreciated even if
their interiors are not accessible.”

National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation, Section VIII - How to Evaluate the

. Integrity of a Property, Interiors




With regards to exteriors, the Bulletin
addresses the topic of integrity under
criterion C, for sites associated with the
architectural work of a master. “A property !
that has maintained some historic materials ™
or details can be eligible if it retains the
majority of the features that illustrate its

style in terms of massing, spatial

: : . NATIONAL REGISTER
relationships, proportion, pattern of BUL
windows and doors, texture of materials ..
and ornamentation. The property is not e S

Criteria for Evaluation

eligible, however, if it retains some basic
features conveying massing but has lost the
majority of its features that once
characterized its style.”

-National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation, Section VIII: How to Evaluate the
Integrity of a Property, Assessing the Integrity in Properties
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KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27) FIRST FLOOR PLAM SCALE: 3/32" = 10"




escent shape lobby and vestibule
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KIEHNFEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27) FIRST FLOOR PLAN SCALE: 3/32" = 10"

d drww h of Jorpe L. Hemandes Architect. F.A. ot be with specific and verif of the s wd b respomibic for 1 Drawezes 2w 0 be sculod




Aerial view of the Coconut Grove Playhouse



: The Auditorium

KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27) FIRST FLOOR PLAN SCALE: 3/32" =1-0"

Ty o1 Borge L rA e e, P y g werk. Licawing ot fo B sasd,




Coconut Grove Chamber
of Commerce Meetings
held at the Coconut
Grove Theater (1946




Dolphin Fountain at Auditorium Decorative Screens at Auditorium




KIEHNEL AND ELLIOTT (1926-27)
FIRST FLOOR DIAGRAMMATIC PLAN SCALE. 3/32" - 1'-0"
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Coconut Grove Theater, 1927
b 1 = i Oasis Lounge
= @ 1 B ; i L :ﬂ:l':lll(‘.h}r?h.ll

Luly Peacock Garden C.

1 St Stephen's % -
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El Jardin, 1918
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of Christ Scientist, 1940



Current Playhouse Exterior showing detail at the Front Elevation




