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MIAMI–DADE CULTURAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

August 21, 2019 

The Honorable Representative Vance Arthur Aloupis, Jr. 
Florida House of Representatives 
8500 Southwest 92 Street, Suite 202 
Miami, FL 33156 

Dear Representative Aloupis, 

As Chair and on behalf of the Miami-Dade County Cultural Affairs Council, I am 
writing to express sincere gratitude for your support of funding the State of 
Florida’s Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs grants programs in the 
2019- 2020 budget.  

Through your support, 142 of Miami-Dade County‘s not-for-profit cultural 
organizations will leverage the $3,764,572 provided in State grant dollars with 
local matching dollars to support artistic programs that will enrich our 
communities, employ thousands, enhance and diversify our tourism economy, 
and deliver quality student and senior citizen programming.   

In District 115 alone, 10 organizations will invest $197,642.00 with matching 
dollars to deliver programs by and for your constituents. As you know, these arts 
and arts education programs have a direct impact on children and families 
throughout the entire state, serving more than 300,000 children and youth 
annually in Miami-Dade County alone.  

Your support for arts and culture this year enabled Florida to jump from 48th to 
101h in state arts appropriations, according to the annual National Assembly of 
State Arts Agencies rankings. This will only serve to enhance the arts and culture 
sector’s contribution to Florida’s economy, estimated to be $4.68 billion annually, 
supporting 132,366 jobs and returning nearly $500 million in revenue to the local 
and State government, according to the Arts and Economic Prosperity 5 study.  

On behalf of Miami-Dade County’s Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade 
County Department of Cultural Affairs and the entire cultural community of South 
Florida, I would like to extend an open invitation for you to participate in our vibrant 
cultural life.  We commit to working with you and the Legislature to expand State 
support for the arts in the 2020-2021 budget.  

Sincerely, 

Xavier Cortada 
Chairman, Miami-Dade County Cultural Affairs Council 

c:  Cultural Affairs Council members 
Michael Spring, Senior Advisor, Miami-Dade County Office of the Mayor; Director, 
Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs; Chair, Florida Cultural Alliance 


















